LITTLE BRICKHILL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 3 July 2006 at 7.45pm in the Community Centre, Watling Street, Little Brickhill, Bucks.
Present: 
Cllr Philips (Chair), Cllr Adcock, Cllr Baker, Cllr Bushell, Cllr Hopkins, 
PC Rick Williams, SC Mark Booth, Sam O’Fathaigh (Parish Clerk).
	
	ACTION

	1. Apologies for Absence : none

	

	2. Public Session
Mrs Skeet was in attendance to ask why the meeting regarding the conservation area, arranged for early June, had been cancelled.  It had not been held because the village hall was unavailable on the proposed date, and had been rearranged for early September, probably the 4th – the same night as the next parish council meeting.  Mrs Skeet questioned whether the Parish Council had read the responses regarding the conservation area, and conveyed her unhappiness about the plan.  She was told that the matter will be debated at MK Council chambers on 26th September.  The Parish Council assured Mrs Skeet that they won’t have powers to tell residents how to treat their properties.
Clare Lockhart and Glynis Bailey were at the meeting to discuss the playground.  They had met with Clare Grundy of MKC, who is helping them put together a funding package.  They said that parents are generally of the opinion that it is better to have two playing areas – one for younger children and one for older children.  They intend to apply for lottery funding towards playground equipment, and it is possible they could be awarded up to £10,000.  
Cllr Philips explained that in October 2005 ROSPA inspected the playground equipment and, apart from one new requirement to comply with health and safety legislation, it was sound.  However, in May 2006 MKC took away the swings as they claimed they were too dangerous to be used.  It is unclear why, as they were safe nine months previously.  

Cllr Philips also explained that the equipment currently sited at Roundacre could be moved to Watsons Field.  He said that, following the recent survey, most parents wanted the playground to be sited at Watsons Field, for safety reasons, contrary to the information Mrs Lockhart and Mrs Bailey had recently gathered.
Mrs Bailey also commented on the grass in Roundacre, and wondered why two village landscape gardeners, Simon Charles and Matthew Coombes, had not been approached to cut it.  


	


	Cllr Philips informed the PC that a housing vacancy had arisen in the village.  Adam Lockhart, from a local family, had applied for it, along with his partner.  Unfortunately there had been a mix up and he was told he was not on the waiting list, although he had in fact been waiting for three years.  This mistake had now been rectified.  The PC all voted in favour that Mr Lockhart’s name should be put forward for the house.  

Cllr Hopkins thought it would be a good idea to request an annual audit of lettings, and suggested that Cllr Philips spoke to Fred Hottinger of MKC.

PC Rick Williams and SC Mark Booth were in attendance.  PC Williams gave a report of recent events within his area, although he could not give specific figures.  He had been busy with trouble relating to the World Cup, there had been reports of children playing football in the street, he was still trying to get the Bar Watch scheme up and running, and the Woburn Sands part-time police station had re-opened.  He also reported on the recent rave in Butterfield Wood – it appeared that three or four raves had been held simultaneously.  

Cllr Baker reported that a car had been broken into outside Mucky Pups Nursery, although PC Williams had not been informed.  

It was noted that the mobile police unit would be in the village on 20th July, located near the shop.

Cllr Philips reported that heavy goods vehicles were using Great Brickhill Lane, despite a sign advising that it was unsuitable.  As the sign is for advisory purposes only, the drivers were not acting illegally.  Cllr Bushell asked if anything could be done to stop motorists speeding whilst driving north towards the A5.  PC Williams hoped to have time to come with a speed gun.
	Cllr Philips


	3. Declaration of Interest 

None. 
	


	4. Confirmation of Minutes : 2006
Confirmed and signed.
	


	5. Matters Arising: 2007
There were no matters arising from June’s meeting.
Cllr Philips reported that Sam O’Fathaigh had let him know that she could no longer carry on with her duties as Parish Clerk.
	


	6. Reports from Unitary Authority: 2008
Cllr Hopkins said that he had written to all village residents regarding the current status of the proposed conservation area. 

He reported that he had recently involved our MP in a transport matter.  Parents of children attending High Ash School had been told they must pay for the coach which takes the children to and from school, as officially Little Brickhill children do not fall in the catchment area for High Ash.  After discussion, the Council had withdrawn this request.
Cllr Philips told Cllr Hopkins that he received a letter from MKC which included the phrase ‘Abolition of Parishes’.  Cllr Hopkins advised that this was a chance to review parish boundaries.  For example, Belvedere Nursery, sited adjacent to Fenny Stratford, came under Bow Brickhill Parish Council, which was not logical.  The Parish Clerk was asked to contact June Allen at MKC to request boundary maps which the PC would inspect in time for September’s meeting.  Comments must be received by MKC by 30 September. 

	Parish Clerk


	7. Correspondence received and sent : 2009
Cllr Baker questioned why information regarding meetings, events etc arrived late occasionally.  It emerged that this had been a topic of conversation at a meeting to discuss the Town Charter, attended by Cllr Philips.

Cllr Bushell reported that grants were available for activities linked with children.  There would be a meeting on 30 August, which he and Cllr Baker planned to attend.  Claire Lockhart would also be invited as it was hoped some extra money could be obtained for new playground equipment.

General conversation turned to the current number of councillors.  Following the recent village newsletter, two residents had shown interest in joining the PC.  However, as they had not done so in writing no progress could be made.  Cllrs Bushell and Philips agreed to telephone and encourage them to write in.

	Cllrs Bushell and Philips 


	8. Community Centre: 2010
Work starts on the Community Centre on either Thursday 6th or Friday 7th July 2006.  All bookings for the month of July have been cancelled.  
It was noted that the cost of a new front door had been included in the builder’s estimate.  However, fittings for the toilets would have to be bought separately.  These included four toilet roll holders and either paper towel holders or electronic hand dryers.  Cllr Bushell suggested that automatic hand dryers which operate by passing a hand in front of the dryer were preferable for hygiene reasons.  Disabled handrails also needed to be bought separately.  Cllr Hopkins suggested that Cllr Philips contact the MKC Office for City Mobility as they may sell the handrails at a reasonable price.
	


	9. Recreational Grounds : 2011
It was confirmed that Tim Houghton was mowing Watsons Field so that his son’s football team could use the pitch.  Cllr Philips had had to remind him that he must mow the whole of the field, not just the football area.

Cllr Philips agreed to check with the two village landscapers about their availability and prices for mowing Roundacre, as discussed during the public session. 
	Cllr Philips


	10. Transport, Traffic and Footpaths : 2012
Cllr Adcock reported that stables had been built at the top of Hunters Field, even though this was a public right of way.  She had also noted that the right of way sign was broken.  She would be speaking to Andy Burton of MKC regarding these matters.
Cllr Bushell reported that there appeared to be a blocked drain outside the Old Green Man, as water had been pouring on to the pavement there for several months.  The Parish Clerk was asked to write to the OGM requesting that they remedy the situation because the pavement was becoming discoloured.

Village residents had complained to Cllr Baker about the amount of weeds growing through the pavements and kerbs.  Cllr Philips reported that he had had a meeting with a representative from MKC, and had shown him the problem areas.  MKC agreed to resolve this matter.
Cllr Baker spoke about the state of the roads through the woods.  Some potholes along the side of the road had recently been filled, whilst others had been missed.  Although all agreed these were dangerous, it was out of the PC’s control.

Cllr Bushell reported that bags of white plastic had been dumped by the sliproad.  Cllr Philips said he would talk to Streetcare.
	Cllr Adcock

Parish Clerk

Cllr Philips


	11. Planning Applications : 2013
Mucky Pups Nursery had applied for retrospective planning permission for their freestanding sign located outside their building.  All councillors agreed that the sign was unnecessary and inappropriate, especially in light of the proposed conservation area status.  The Parish Clerk is to write to MKC outlining these concerns.   
	Parish Clerk


	12. Finance : 2014
Cllr Philips reported that an internal auditor was required to look at the accounts.  He had found one whose charges were reasonable.  Cllr Bushell questioned whether the auditor must be qualified in accounting.  Cllr Philips would look into this.

Five cheques were drawn.  Two for the Parish Clerk, for £100 each (cheque numbers 100402 and 200244), one for Wren Builders for £7343.25 (cheque number 100403), one for N H Woodcroft for £48.00 (cheque number 200243) and one for ToppsTiles for £1308.00 (cheque number 200245).  

	Cllr Philips

	13. Councillors Reports : 2015
These were dealt with during the course of the meeting.
	


	14.  Date of Next Meeting : 2016

The next meeting of the Little Brickhill Parish Council would take place at 7.45pm on Monday 4 September 2006.  

	


There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.40pm

……………………………………

Chairman – Little Brickhill Parish Council 
