LITTLE BRICKHILL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Village Meeting held on Monday 9th May 2005 at 7pm in the Community Centre  Watling Street  Little Brickhill  Bucks

Present : 
Cllr Philips (Chair); Cllr Bushell (Vice Chair);Cllr Baker; Cllr Adcock; Cllr Gardner-Potter; Cllr David Hopkins (MK); Sheila Landymore (Parish Clerk)

	
	ACTION

	1. Apologies for Absence :  
Apologies from Jack Moseley of the Residents Association.

	

	2. To receive Chairman’s report: 
Playground

Cllr Philips said that the playground equipment at Roundacre was past its sell-by date and the equipment had been deemed dangerous and removed by MKC.  There had been in the past considerable concern at its isolated position.  A proposal has been put forward for the playgrounds relocation to Watsons Field.  He asked the villagers in attendance for any comments regarding the re-siting of the playground.

Leila Murphy from the Old Rectory voiced her concern at the location of this play area as previously there had been damage caused to her fence and garden by the setting on fire of the wooden hut on Watsons Field.   Cllr Philips said that the ideal location of the new play area would be close to the gate and further towards the roundabout, and he also reported that new fencing and gate being purchased, which should be erected shortly, would be locked at sundown.

Cllr Gardner-Potter also mentioned the need for some sort of increased lighting of the area and Cllr Philips had made an approach to MK Highways to this effect and they would be visiting the site on 23rd May.  

The general consensus of those at the meeting was that Watsons Field would be a good site for the relocation.  Cllr Gardner-Potter would submit a village-wide survey to gauge views on the playground regarding funding, type of equipment, location etc.  Cllr Philips informed the meeting that it would be unlikely that much funding for the new equipment would be forthcoming.  Cliff Burt asked whether the Parish Council would consider sponsorship of the new play area.  Another concern was who would maintain the equipment.  Cllr Hopkins explained that even if the Village funded the purchase of the equipment, MKC would maintain it until it was unfit for use and then they would remove it.  The Parish Council would of course insure the equipment against damage.

Accounts:

The audited accounts were presented.  

Ms Skeet again voiced her concern about the increase in the Parish Precept part of the Council Tax bill for this year.  As a Band D property the increase was £2.11 per year.  Cllr Philips explained again that the only increase that the PC had made was £100.00 and the reason for this was due to the increase in insurance premiums.  Cllr Hopkins had written a letter to the Council (cc Ms Skeet) to this effect and setting out the figures. Cllr Philips stated that he would investigate the difference between the 57 pence and the £2.11 printed. 

Ms Skeet queried the reason for holding over £9k in the bank for the Parish Council.  Cllr Philips said that much of the forthcoming works to the Community Centre were due to the Disability Discrimination Act, to comply with regulations.  The MKC TAG Team, which inspect shops and public premises to see what works need to be done to conform with the Act, had inspected the Community Centre and presented a report outlining work to be carried out.  The Parish Council applied for a grant to help finance this work and was granted a sum of £3,881.00. This, together with the claim back of the VAT, will drastically reduce the overall sum. The next stage of works at the Community Centre is to install a disabled toilet and make the floor one level, again another application for a grant has been made.  Cllr Bushell commented that the Parish Council needed to keep one year’s budget in the bank to maintain services and anticipated expenditure, which was £9k a year.  Cllr Philips also explained that it was the law to keep 44% of this anticipated budget in the account at all times to cover emergencies.  

The amount of £98 for personal expenses on the accounts was queried.  Cllr Bushell explained that these related to Councillors’ expenses of primarily stationary and telephone calls and were kept to the absolute minimum.  Cllr Philips also reiterated that the Councillors did not receive any remuneration themselves.  

Noise in the Village

Alex Woodfield from Church Farm voiced his concerns regarding the noise levels from speeding cars through the village late at night.  Cllr Philips explained that this was a matter for the police not the Parish Council but they noted his complaints.  Mr Woodfield also raised the issue of loud music late at night from the Community Centre.  The Band in question had now been banned from practising at the Centre but he asked Cllr Baker to put to the Community Centre Committee the possibility of putting a 10pm cut off for the hire of the Community Centre on a Sunday.  Cllr Hopkins mentioned the invitation of the Parish Council to the Environmental Policy Meeting on 1st June at which concerns such as these could be voiced.  He also said that there was an Environmental Health Helpline and if the problem persisted MKC would send an officer down to assess the situation.  

Garage Land

Queries were raised about the proposals regarding the development of the garage land.  Cllr Philips said that he had no news at this stage.  

Citizen Newspaper 

There was discussion about the Citizen Newspaper no longer being delivered in the Village.  The Parish Clerk would write to the newspaper to see if the paper could be distributed to villagers again.


	Cllr Gardner-Potter

Parish Clerk



	3. To receive report from Thames Valley Police: 
PC Rick Williamson in attendance said that the crime figures for Little Brickhill were down by 40% as a whole.  There had been 2 burglaries, one car theft and one violence against another person.  He said that this was a dramatic reduction from last year’s figures.  Cllr Philips queried whether it would be possible for PC Williamson to patrol the village on foot when he visits.  PC Williamson said that this was not possible due to the resources available to him but he took this on board as a good idea.  

Ms Murphy from the Old Rectory asked whether we could have any Police Constable Special Officers visiting the village, but again this would not be possible due to funding.

Regarding vandalism and speeding cars through the village, PC Williamson said that if people knew the offenders, they could let him know confidentially, and he could take appropriate measures, although for any prosecution to occur, evidence would be needed.

Cllr Philips thanked PC Williamson for his report.


	

	4. To receive report from Residents Association : 
No report was received.


	


	5. To receive report from Youth Club: 
No report was received.


	

	6. To receive report from Unitary Authority:
Telephone Masts 

Attending the meeting with Cllr Hopkins was Jeremy Lee from MKC regarding telephone masts:-

· He said that he had again been approached by T-Mobile regarding the installation of a new telephone mast in Little Brickhill on the south slip road off the A5 on the other side of the Village on the triangle of land on the Bedford Estate.   He produced the location plans for this. The proposal was for a 22.5m mast which Mr Lee said could probably be reduced to a 20m mast with 2 antenna.  He anticipated that a planning application for this would be received in the next few months.

· Cllr Bushell said that he did not believe this was the site that had been agreed upon at the Village Meeting regarding masts approximately 2 ½ years ago.  The Parish Council and villagers in attendance all agreed with Cllr Bushell and extreme concern was voiced regarding this proposal.

· Mr Lee said a new location for a mast in the Village was needed as the existing mast could not support the new 3rd generation equipment and extending the antenna on the existing mast at Watsons Garage was not an option, especially as this site was earmarked for development in the near future.

· To allay the concerns of the Council and villagers, Cllr Hopkins commented that this was only stage one of the process and the mast could only be erected with the agreement of the Village. 

· Mr Lee explained that the position of the mast was important to get the best possible reception and he had thought that the site on his plans was the site that had been agreed.

· Cllr Bushell voiced his concerns over the impact on radiation levels the erection of a new mast would have.  Mr Lee said that research in other areas had revealed no increase in radiation levels beyond background radiation and that the nearest house was 400m away.  Cllr Hopkins and Cllr Bushell, after looking at the location plans, corrected him by saying that the new mast would in fact be only 150m away from the nearest house.

· Cllr Gardner-Potter asked Mr Lee where the nearest 3G mast was, and was informed it was at Battle Hills Farm.

· Cllr Philips said that the recollection was that at the previous Village Meeting regarding the masts, the site that had been agreed upon was in Buttermilk Wood.  He asked for a show of hands against the proposed site on the south A5 slip which was unanimous against this proposal.

· Cllr Hopkins commented that we were lucky to be informed of this proposal so early in the process, having never heard of another Village having had such early sight of such application.

· Mr Lee apologised for his wrong interpretation of the site and said that he would keep the Parish Council informed of developments.

Unitary Authority 

Cllr Hopkins said that the meeting regarding Little Brickhill obtaining Conservation Status would be held in the next few months.  There would be a public meeting in which the proposal would be put forward and the area to be covered discussed.  He said that this status could have as many pros as cons and could place many restraints on future developments as well as properties and trees.  Ian Haines and David Hackforth would chair the meeting and he stressed that it was important for all villagers to attend.

Cllr Hopkins said that a web page for Little Brickhill had been set up (www.mkweb.co.uk/little-brickill).  It would cover such issues as Conservation Status and would also display the Parish Council meeting minutes.  There was also information on this site (which would also be put in the Parish Newsletter) regarding the Environment Policy Committee.  This to was find out ideas and comments borough-wide of environmental topics and would be driven by residents.

He also commented on benefits and entitlement to pensioners and the disabled and he would be putting a leaflet through villagers’ doors to help them obtain the entitlements they qualified for.

Cllr Philips thanked Cllr Hopkins for his report.
	


Meeting closed at 9pm

………………………………………

Chairman – Little Brickhill Parish Council

