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The Stables, Stockwell Lane, Wavendon, Milton Keynes MK17 8LU

The Brian Houston Band
Supported by Yvonne Lyon
Wednesday 1 December, 8pm 
Tickets £15
Brian Houston has been writing, recording and releasing albums for years. A truly successful independent, he has consistently produced work of a standard that has led to him working and performing with the likes of Elvis Costello, Van Morrison, Nanci Griffith and Robert Plant. His latest release Three Feet From Gold has been hailed by critics as a masterpiece. Support tonight comes from Stage 2 regular Yvonne Lyon.
“One of Britain’s great songwriters.” Bob Harris
Beth Orton

Supported by Sam Amidon

Sunday 5 December, 8pm 

Tickets £18.50*
Acclaimed singer-songwriter Beth Orton is renowned for her distinct, intensely expressive voice and her adroit songwriting. Her emotionally evocative vocal style - infusing intimate folk reminiscent of Nick Drake and Joni Mitchell with lilting and subtly atmospheric pop flourishes - has continuously evolved, yet always retained an intriguing mix of fragility and transcendence which never fails to move her fans around the world. Join her for an intimate solo show with occasional accompaniment from Sam Amidon, who will be opening for her.

*Fundraising concert in aid of Wavendon Allmusic Plan Ltd
Thea Gilmore

Tuesday 7 December, 8pm 

Tickets £16.50

Thea Gilmore is a musician with a heart, a soul and an opinion, tackling the issues people deal with every day. Unlike the rest of us, she tackles those issues with an utterly beautiful voice and songs that touch on folk, jazz, rock and Americana. Bruce Springsteen buys her records, artists ranging from Martha Wainwright to Mike Scott seek to collaborate with her, and Tom Waits’ celebrated percussionist Michael Blair appears on Murphy’s Heart, Gilmore’s tenth album - one that follows a sustained period of artistic and critical success.
Ahmed Dickinson Cardenas with Trio Mestizo

Wednesday 8 December 8pm PB
Tickets £12.50, students £9.50, family of 4 £38
Cuban guitar magic – cool, contemporary and dazzling. Hailing originally from Havana, these talented young musicians have been delighting UK audiences since their debut in London earlier this year. Guitarist Ahmed and percussionist Hammadi perform a lively and fresh repertoire combining traditional Cuban and Latin American genres and classical styles with a hint of jazz. Trained at high-profile music colleges in Cuba and UK, they are both strong solo artists in their own right, frequently collaborating with artists such as Eduardo Niebla and dance star Carlos Acosta.

“Touched to the core by exquisite playing… a real find.” Songlines 
For an additional £12 per person you can enjoy A Taste of Cuba (vegetarian options available) served in Café in2. Please go to www.stables.org for menu details. Book in advance through the Box Office to reserve your table.
RP Fighting Blindness
Simply Christmas
Thursday 9 December, 7.30pm 
Tickets £15
Simply Christmas is a fun charity evening of seasonal entertainment, with music of all types from a range of young performers, all delivered with Christmas spirit. They will be showcasing some of the area’s finest budding talent and having a great time whilst they do it! Come and join them for the widest variety of music you can get in one evening, from traditional songs through to new sounds. This event is being run to raise funds for RP Fighting Blindness, a medical research charity striving to find a cure for inherited blindness. 
The Smiths Indeed
Friday 10 December, 8pm 

Tickets £17.50

The Smiths were – and remain to this day - far more than just a band. They were an attitude, a look, a whole way of life and vital antidote to the bland and meaningless pop culture of the 1980s. The Smiths Indeed reproduce with uncanny accuracy the Smiths live experience, developing a fierce following of their own among the notoriously hard to please hardcore Smiths fans. No mean feat. The band’s seminal album Meat is Murder will be performed here note for note, followed by an anthemic greatest hits set. 

"A brilliant tribute to The Smiths." i-D Magazine

The Vinylettes

Saturday 11 December, 8pm FF
Tickets £15

The Vinylettes are the UK’s newest vocal harmony trio singing songs from the 1940s and their stunning swing sound is guaranteed to lift everyone’s spirits! Laura, Karen and Jacqui are accomplished jazz singers who share a passion for the vocal arts of yesteryear. Together with classic songs such as Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy, Mister Sandman and Don't Sit Under the Apple Tree, The Vinylettes have created cutting-edge vocal reworks of popular chart songs including American Boy (Estelle) and Candyman (Aguilera), appealing to audiences of all ages.

John Shuttleworth
A Man With No More Rolls
Tuesday 14 December, 8pm

Tickets £16

Sheffield's finest synthesizer player and twaddle talker decides it's time to instruct the nation in moral matters. Well, he would have done - had next door neighbour and sole agent Ken Worthington not mistyped the show's title, turning "morals" into "more rolls”. John's reaction to this mishap is philosophical. At least now his new show can consider not just the nation's moral decline, but the vast range of exotic breads appearing in the high street as the humble roll fades into obscurity. May contain strong language and adult material. Suitable for age 16+.
"A brilliant comic creation." The Guardian 

Cleo’s Christmas

The Lady Is A Dame

Thursday 16 – Saturday 18 December 8pm

Tickets £29, £31.50*

Come and join in the holiday cheer with Cleo and her special guests. High quality family fare from The Stables’ First Lady! With John Horler on piano, Alec Dankworth on bass, Jimmy Hastings on saxes plus violin virtuosity from Chris Garrick and Peter Fisher.

*Fundraising concerts in aid of Wavendon Allmusic Plan Ltd
The Fisherman’s Friends
Sunday 19 December 8pm 

Tickets £19.50

The Fisherman’s Friends hail from the tiny fishing village of Port Isaac on the north Cornish coast. During the summer months, tourists and locals gather each evening to hear this ten-man group mesh their voices in an incredibly rousing and joyful set of shanties and Cornish folk songs. Fisherman’s Friends are five baritones, two top tenors, two second tenors and one bass, drawing from a repertoire reaching back 200 years, embracing songs and shanties from Cornwall, Liverpool, Ireland, Africa, the West Indies and America. Be prepared to have your ears blown clean off...
The Stables in association with Strangeface presents

A CHRISTMAS CAROL

From the ghost story by Charles Dickens
21 December to 8 January – times & ticket prices vary
“You’ve never seen anything like me before!” says the Ghost of Christmas Present. Strangeface have created an amazing adaptation of Charles Dickens' classic ghost story A Christmas Carol. Dramatic masks, fascinating puppets and a magical set combine to create an entrancing heady brew, both moving and comic. Strangeface have been touring nationally since 2001 and are equally at home in grand old theatres as rural halls in the Highlands. The company’s distinctive style blends quick changes, mask and puppet play with original live music and spooky soundscapes. A masked chorus leads the characters through the hidden doors and windows of the higgledy-piggeldy set and their conversations with the audience make each performance unique. This festive performance is suitable for age 7+ and includes the company’s ever-popular “backstage tour”, a chance to take a close-up look at the puppets, set and instruments and meet the performers after the show. 
What the press said about Strangeface’s production of A Christmas Carol…

“All the ingredients of a medieval morality play with a Tim Burton-esque touch… Made the hair on the back of my neck prickle with delight.” Total Theatre
 “First Class.” Metro

“An unusual and unexpected treat. There are plenty of laughs… My two boys were full of questions and insights on the journey back home. It really got them thinking.” Sunderland Echo 

Danesborough Olympics

The Danesborough Forum has endorsed a plan to celebrate the 2012 games in July that year. There will be inter village competitions across a range of sports and activities; 20/20 cricket, 5 a side football, golf, bowls, table tennis, bridge, tug of war, darts culminating in a grand hog roast for all residents. Walton High school is also looking to help organise events for the primary schools.....

…a small committee has been formed to firm up on the plans and to look at ways of running the celebration. Ideas and volunteers are needed......each village will take responsibility for one or more events.......the group need help from sports people whether they play their sport locally or not.

 

Take up the challenge from Lord Coe and make this the people’s games!

Please contact roger@fennemore.com with offers of help and suggestions
